C. Remarks 

In response to the Office Action mailed September 21, 2004, the Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration of the application in view of the amendments above and the following 
remarks. 

Applicants have amended claims 5, 7, 14, and 21, 27, and 29. Applicants have cancelled 
without prejudice (i.e., Applicants may pursue these claims in a later-filed continuation 
application) claims 1-4, 6, 8-13, 17-20, 30 and 31. In addition, Applicants have added new 
claims 32-49. Upon entry of the amendments above, claims 5, 7, 14-16, 21-29, and 32-49 will be 
pending. 

The Applicants acknowledge the statement on page 13 of the Office Action that claims 5, 
7, and 4-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claims, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claim. In response, Applicants have rewritten claim 5 in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim (claim 1) and any intervening claim (claims 3 
and 4). Similarly, Applicants have rewritten claims 7 and 14 in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim (claim 1) and any intervening claim (claims 7 and 14 both 
depend directly from claim 1). Claim 15 depends from claim 14 and claim 16 depends from 
claim 15. Thus, claims 15 and 16 constitute allowable subject matter at least for the same reason 
that amended independent claim 14 constitutes allowable subject matter. 

Applicants have also amended claims 21 and 27 to include the subject matter of amended 
claim 5. Claim 29 has been amended to specify that it depends from claim 28. Claims 22-26 and 
28-29 depend either directly or indirectly from independent claims 21 and 27. Thus, claims 21- 
29 constitute allowable subject matter at least for the same reason that amended independent 
claim 5 constitutes allowable subject matter. 

Similarly, new claims 32-40 reflect the subject matter of claims 21-29, respectively, 
where claims 32 and 38 (the equivalents of claims 21 and 27, respectively) each include the 
subject matter of independent claim 7. Claims 33-37 and 39-40 depend either directly or 
indirectly from independent claims 32 and 38. Thus, claims 32-40 constitute allowable subject 
matter at least for the same reason that amended independent claim 7 constitutes allowable 
subject matter. 
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Likewise, new claims 41-49 reflect the subject matter of claims 21-29, respectively, 
where claims 41 and 47 (the equivalents of claims 21 and 27) each include the subject matter of 
independent claim 14. Claims 42-46 and 48-49 depend either directly or indirectly from 
independent claims 41 and 47. Thus, claims 41-49 constitute allowable subject matter at least for 
the same reason that amended independent claim 14 constitutes allowable subject matter. 

The Applicants have not added new subject matter. 

Drawings 

In response to the Examiner's objection on page 2 of the Office Action to Figure 1, the 
Applicants submit a replacement sheet for Figure 1 designated by a legend entitled "Prior Art". 
Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that the submission of the enclosed replacement sheet 
removes this ground for objection. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 20 was objected to because of an informality. Applicants have cancelled claim 20 
removing this ground for objection. Claim 29 was objected to because claim 29 should depend 
from claim 28 instead of claim 27. Applicants amended claim 29 to depend from claim 28 
removing this ground for objection. 

Rejection of Claims 30 and 31 Under 35 USC 102 

Page 3 of the Office Action rejected claims 30 and 31 under 35 USC 102. Applicants 
have cancelled claims 30 and 31, without prejudice, removing this ground for rejection. 

Rejection of Claims 1-4 , 6, 8-13, and 17-31 Under 35 USC 103(a) 

Pages 4-12 of the Office Action rejected claims 1-4 , 6, 8-13, and 17-29 under 35 USC 
103(a). Applicants have cancelled claims 1-4, 6, 8-13 and 17-20, without prejudice, removing 
this ground for rejection with regard to claims 1-4, 6, 8-13 and 17-20. With respect to claims 21- 
29, as noted above, Applicants have amended claims 21 and 27 to include the subject matter of 
amended claim 5. Claims 22-26 and 28-29 depend either directly or indirectly from independent 
claims 21 and 27. Thus, claims 21-29 constitute allowable subject matter at least for the same 
reason that amended independent claim 5 constitutes allowable subject matter. Applicants 
respectfully submit that these claim cancellations and amendments remove this ground for 
rejection. 
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The Applicants believe that this application is in condition for allowance arid respectfully 
request entry of this amendment and allowance of the application. This amendment does not 
introduce new matter. 

If there are any questions regarding this amendment and/or these remarks, the Examiner 
is encouraged to contact the undersigned at the telephone number provided below. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be due, or credit any 
overpayment of same, to Deposit Account No. 50-031 1, Reference No. 25960-009. 

Respectfully submitted^ a l\ 

C. Eric Schulman, Esq., Reg. No. 43,350 
Attorney(s) for Applicants 
MINTZ, LEVIN, COHN, FERRIS, 

GLOVSKY and POPEO, P.C. 
Address all written correspondence to 
Customer no*: 30623 
Tel: (617)542-6000 
Fax: (617)542-2241 

Date: December 2, 2004 

TRA 1977842vl 
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